
From the Pastor 

FIRST  

CONNECTION 

Every year our nation celebrates Independence Day 
on the 4

th
 of July.  Many people celebrate with 

cookouts and fireworks.  On Sundays near the 4
th
 of 

July, our church likes to sing patriotic songs like 
“God Bless America” or “My Country Tis of Thee” or 
“The Battle Hymn of the Republic.”  These songs 
remind us that God was with us when we fought the 
battles to win our freedom.  They thank God for the 
freedoms we now enjoy in this nation and they ask 
God to bless our nation.  In 1931, the “Star-
Spangled Banner” became our national anthem.  
We hear this song sung before sporting events.  
However, did you know that there are four verses to 
this song?  Most of us know the first verse, but do 
you know the fourth verse?  I’d like to share it with 
you.  

 
“O, thus be it ever when freemen shall stand between their loved home and the war’s desolation!  
Blest with victory and peace, may the heaven-rescued land Praise the Power that hath made and 
preserved us a nation.  Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just. And this be our motto: “In 
God is our trust.” And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave O’er the land of the free and 
the home of the brave!”   
 
I didn’t know this verse existed till recently and I really like the part that says, “Praise the Power that 
hath made and preserved us a nation!” and “this be our motto: `In God is our trust.’”  May we praise 
God for his hand in making this great nation and may our motto be “In God we trust.”  May we also 
never forget that we live in the land of the free and the home of the brave! 
 
You know God wants all people to be free!  He created us all free and all as equals.  This world has 
messed that up.  In many countries governments repress people’s God-given freedoms and 
throughout history there have been groups of people who have not been treated as equals.  That’s 
why God sent his son, Jesus Christ, to this world to set us free from sin and death and to remind us 
to “love each other” and to “Treat others as we want to be treated.”  And in John 8:36 it says, “If the 
Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”  This Independence Day may we thank God for this 

nation and the freedoms we enjoy, but may we also thank God for the freedom we have found in 
Jesus Christ! 

 
Pastor Dan 
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Senior Celebration Sunday First and foremost, on behalf of myself and the entire Church staff, I 

wanted to extend my congratulations to our graduating seniors this year. I know that the year did not 

end as many of you thought it would, but you should still be proud of all you’ve accomplished and 

know that we are all extremely proud of you. This year‘s graduating seniors are:  
 

        Megan Lesch       Joe May  

Blake Schadler   Luke Richards  

Hannah Moore   Paige Bennett  

Unfortunately, we were not able to have our traditional graduation breakfast to celebrate the 

students. In place of that, on August 2 we will be having a Senior Celebration Sunday where we can 

congratulate and celebrate the students and all they have accomplished. This will be part of our 

church services at both 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. We hope that the students and their families will join us 

on that day.  

The Church will reopen for worship on Sunday, June 
28

th
.  We will have a Traditional Worship Service at 9 

a.m. and a Casual Worship Service at 11 a.m.  Worship 
will be quite different for a while.  We want everyone to 
enter through the North Doors and to sanitize their 
hands upon entering the building.  We want everyone to 
social-distance from people they do not live with.  We 
ask everyone to come up the center aisle and place their 
offering in the kettle while heading to their seats.  The 
pews are marked for 9 a.m. or 11 a.m. worship.  We ask 

everyone to social-distance in the pews (families may sit together).  When the service is over, we 
ask everyone to leave via the side aisles and to exit through the South Doors.  We will disinfect the 
pews between services.  There will be no Sunday School or Coffee Time for a few weeks.  We will 
continue to offer the worship services online for those who do not feel comfortable returning to 
church at this time.  We hope you will worship with us in person or online. 

Secret Saints Revealed 
It was a very interesting year, with the Covid-19 sending students to complete their school year on-
line, but our Secret Saints were up to the task.  I would like to say a very special thanks to the 
“Secret Saints“ who have gone out of their way to show our college students that they are still cared 
for as they continue on to their next stage of life.  Eleven of these young adults received e-mails, 
cards and care packages throughout the 2019-20 school year, but most importantly they received 
encouragement and prayer.  You are a true “saint“ to these young adults.   
 

Andy Acker                         Meryl Merritt 
Daniel Acker                       Will Flaherty 
Cooper Clark                      Men’s Group 
Sadie Colthorp                   Dave and Sue Lea 
Esther Kraus                       Lynda Acker 
Jake Kraus                          Lynda Acker 
Jake Phillips                       Men’s Group 
Ben Puzycki                       Jean Edwards 
Sarah Puzycki                    Julie Evans 
Grace Richards                  Janet Puzycki 
Emily Westfall                    Janet Puzycki 
If you are graduating high school and preparing to enter the college world, or if you are already in 

college, you can sign up to receive a secret saint for the 2020-21 school year.  Contact Lynda Acker 

at lb_acker@yahoo.com for more information.  Have a happy and safe summer! 



Soup Kitchen 

 

In June 2020, the Soup Kitchen continues to be closed 
because of coronavirus.  We prepared 130 box lunches at the 
church. These were then delivered to the Soup Kitchen and 
they handed them to the clients outside.  Our thanks to 
volunteers Julie Evans, Gloria Muth, Jim O’Haver, Elaine 
Graves, and Mark Lester who prepared the lunches.  Our 
cookie bakers were Martha VanderWeide, Tara Gillette, Sue 
Lea, Marilyn Herrman, and Julie Evans.  
          John 21:17 – Darcy Baskin, coordinator 

Mission Team Status 
 

Global pandemic, political turmoil, denominational stress, police brutality, and economic 
uncertainty are all issues that are altering our lives. However, the Church continues its mission 
outreach in spite of these issues; but really our efforts are towards resolution of these issues. 

 
Here is a list of how your mission team has been responding since mid-March: 

• Blessing Box 

• Mission Trip to Midwest Mission Distribution Center 

• Monthly Soup Kitchen Sack Lunches 

• Sewing Ministry Face Masks 
 

We’ve also made financial contributions as follows: 

• Benton Harbor Soup Kitchen 

• CWS Blankets and Tools 

• CWS CROP Walk 

• Missionaries (Delbert and Sandy Groves, Robert Nordstrom, and Paul Webster) 

• Midland Flooding Relief 

• Nashville Tornado Relief 
 

Our faith in God is allowing us to make progress! 
 

– Mark Lester 

Find Updates from Sandy and Delbert Groves at http://www.newlifezambia.com/  or follow them on 

facebook at New Life Center Zambia. 

http://www.newlifezambia.com/


Caretel, St. Joseph  

Earl Kugle 

 

Crown Pointe, Stevensville 

Adrienne and Ed Bagatini 

 

Whitcomb Towers, St. Joseph                          

Jean Smith, Noreen Sonnenberg, 

Dorothy Crow, John Helsley 

 

Royalton Manor, St. Joseph 

Deloris Dettmann                                                    

 

Woodland Terrace,  Bridgman                          

Dick Copeland 

 
Shenandoah Valley Westminster-
Canterbury,  Winchester, VA         

Dorothy Gray 

 

Stately Living, St. Joseph 

Joe Collins    

 

Carmel Village, Clovis, CA 

Barbara Kiesel                                  

 

At Home 

Betty Cassidy, Trudy Gillespie, 

To Grootendorst 

Jane Hoekwater, Dawn Pesko,  Connie Lesch’s mother, 

Nick Tomaszewski, Craig Miller (Melissa Iwan’s cousin), 

Susan Janke, John Hoffman, Anna Yates (Rachel Yates’ 

mother-in-law), Joe Duschek, James Dunn, Ward Hine, 

Denise Peterson, Billye Jo Casteel (Lou Ann Stelter’s 

sister), Sharon Novotny (David Stelter’s sister), Robert 

Argue, and our homebound members. 

 

*Please contact the church office when you would like to have your name removed from the prayer list. 

Lifting up in  

prayer: 

Church Calendar is online at www.sjfirstumc.org  

Nolan Worstell  1-Jul  Jean Smith  21-Jul 

Oliver Beckmann  2-Jul  Sherie Jeffery  22-Jul 

Sheila Nemethy  2-Jul  Anidale Doyle  24-Jul 

Julia Service  2-Jul  Barb Carlson  25-Jul 

Zach Keigley  3-Jul  Mike Dumke  25-Jul 

Trisha Bonham  12-Jul  Vili Peluafa  25-Jul 

Miriam Pede  13-Jul  Keith VanderWeide  25-Jul 

Makayla Hatfield  14-Jul  Joel Smiedendorf  26-Jul 

Kathie Adams  15-Jul  Esther Kraus  27-Jul 

Russ Hahn  15-Jul  Seth Foote  28-Jul 

Blair Schadler  15-Jul  Gene Robinson  28-Jul 

Noreen Sonnenberg  15-Jul  Thomas Zabadal  30-Jul 

Kathleen Risk  16-Jul  Dede Bittner  31-Jul 

Jada Holstrom  17-Jul  Nicole Rimes  31-Jul 

Sue O'Neil  17-Jul  Pete Schrock  31-Jul 

Lorraine Jespersen  18-Jul     



Altar Flowers 

 

We are hoping to have flowers on the altar starting June 28
th
.  We 

know that not everyone will be at the church but we would still like 

to celebrate and remember with everyone. 

  

 

July 5—In memory of James Winship, Love Kent and Jacqui Winship 

July 12—In honor of Alex and Juli Milnikel’s Wedding , Love Will Flaherty 

July 19—In honor of the Starks 65
th 

Wedding Anniversary 

July 26—In memory of Russ. Love, the Hahn family 

Join us at Family Camp!  If you plan to go to Family 
Camp, August 14-16 at Lake Michigan Camp & Retreat 
Center in Pentwater, Michigan, you need to get your 
campsite money turned in by July 19.  It is $36/night for 
the old platform tents, $46/night for the new platform 
tents which have a canopied porch on them, and the 
cabins are $70/night.  If you want to bring your RV you 
can, but you will need to contact Lake Michigan Camp 
& Retreat Center to reserve your RV site.  The 
campground number is (231) 869-5627.  Family camp 
is a  great way to get to know people in your church 
and have fun!  There is a beautiful beach along Lake 
Michigan to enjoy.  There are campfires, S’mores, and 
delicious food to enjoy.  There is volleyball, basketball, 

gaga ball, tether ball, football, and soccer to play.  You can also ride bikes, play at the playground, 
read a book, take a nap.  There are so many wonderful things to do and plenty of free time to do 
them.  The only two organized events for the entire weekend are a Potluck Dinner Saturday 
evening and a church service on Sunday morning.  If you’ve never been – you should go!  If you’ve 
been to Family Camp, you know what a great weekend it is and we hope you will join us again this 
year at Family Camp!  Questions, please contact Dan Colthorp or Loree Barnhart at 983-3929. 
 

 
The Young & the Rest of Us is a Young Adult Small Group that meets 
every Wednesday, 7-9 p.m.  During the summer we meet in the church 
courtyard.  Bring your own camp chair and if you want to bring some 
food to share with the group, you are more than welcome to.  We 
fellowship together, pray together, and study God’s Word together.  We 
frequently go out to eat afterward or go walk the beach/pier.  If you are 
between the ages of 18 and 39 we hope you will join us. 
 
 
The High School & College Age 

Small Group will meet at Pastor Dan’s house on Mondays,  
7-9 p.m.  We will chat, pray, work our way through the 
teachings of Jesus, and watch a movie together.  Pastor 
Dan lives at 5835 Demorrow Rd, Stevensville.  We hope you 
will join us. 

 
 
 



Rummage Sale 2020. Attention everyone, the announcement that many of you 

have been waiting for is here. We have the dates for our 2020 rummage sale. I 

know I’ve heard from many of you that you all have a fair amount to donate due 

to some extra cleaning that’s taken place recently. We will be accepting 

donations August 2
rd

, 3
rd

 and 4
th
 (Sunday-Tuesday). We will begin accepting 

donations at 1 p.m. on that Sunday. And the sale itself will be Wednesday, August 5
th
 from 2 p.m. to 

7 p.m., Thursday, August 6
th
 from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., and Friday August 7

th
 from 10 a.m. till 2 p.m. 

All proceeds from the rummage sale will be going toward our children and youth ministries.  Anyone 

who is willing to help with the setup or sale itself, please reach out to Will Flaherty. Also if you have 

any large donations that will need a pickup, please email Will or call the church office. Just like all 

things going on right now, we are looking into taking extra precautions to ensure the health and 

safety of all of those involved in the sale.  

Thank You 

•  Brian Evans for building the ramp for the barn. 

• Judy Felland for all she been doing with the Celebration Garden. 

• Ken May for help with the irrigation system.    

• Thank you to the person who donated money so that Arcadia Gardens could do yard 

maintenance around the entire church.  

• Ron Petzke for fixing the church’s lawnmower and Brian Evans for mowing while the 

lawnmower was out of commission. 

 
Mission Trip Update - On May 31, Mark and Lynda Acker and Ron and Barb Petzke traveled to 
Springfield, Illinois, to serve as missionaries at the Midwest Mission Distribution Center. Our trip was 
not confirmed until the Friday before because of the governor’s executive order in Illinois. It had 
been over a year since our last delivery of our knitting and sewing projects and the cupboard was 
full! We took a total of ten containers of projects that included 97 girls’ outfits, 94 boys’ outfits; 119 
single-handled school bags; 27 feminine hygiene kits; 33 layettes; 29 diapers; and 87 sweaters! At 
the distribution center, everything is weighed and now quarantined for 14 days. Our projects 
weighed 111 pounds!  
 
Since we were the first missionaries since the shutdown, we were the guinea pigs. There was less 
interaction with the staff than what had happened on previous visits but it was to keep us all safe. In 
the past, each individual was permitted to serve in their favorite location but this year the four of us 
stayed in the same area of the warehouse. And our job was to put together kits-no working on bikes, 
building desks or sewing. We were there to serve by doing whatever was needed. By the end of our 
time at noon on Wednesday, we had verified 340 student kits, built 307 personal dignity kits and 896 
international health kits (two pallets’ worth). And this year each team packing the box was asked to 
put the church’s name on it. And this week we received notification that the personal dignity kits that 
we packed had been sent out to COVID centers. The director also told us about the ambulance that 
they had found to fulfill a request in Belize. I didn’t know that you could just buy an ambulance. But I 
guess if God wants it done, it will happen! We discovered that many times during our short two-and-
a-half days! The ambulance will be packed with other things needed in Belize; air conditioners, 
international kits, stretchers. It was a wonderful experience for each of us! Serving as the hands of 
Jesus, reaching out to those in need! Thanks to the Mission Commission for funding and support for 
this trip. And, yes, we wore our masks at all times, except when we were on our breaks outdoors. 



 

Hero Central Kids Camp Greetings, everyone. It’s that time of year again. We are gearing up for 

our 2020 Kids Camp, Hero Central! Hero Central will be held from July 20
th
 through the 24

th
 from 

6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. and will be open to all students age four and up to those entering fifth 

grade. This will be a fun-filled week where students will be able to learn about how God made 

them with a special mission in mind, how he rescued them, and how he wants them to join him in 

his mission to save the world. We have been and will be taking specific measures to help protect 

the health and safety of our participants and volunteers. This event is always a large undertaking 

and we need as much help as we can get. If you’re willing to help out in any way, shape or form, 

please reach out to me with what you’re willing to do. If you have any students that wish to 

participate in this event, please register them at the church website. Also, I just wanted to clarify 

one point. Kids camp and Vacation Bible School are the same thing.  We’re just trying to market it 

with some new language in hopes to attract families that might not be connected to a church and 

might not know what VBS is. Again if you have any questions or wish to volunteer, please feel free 

to reach out to me. I hope that you join me in praying that God will use this week to transform the 

lives of some of our students and then they might know how he has rescued them. Will Flaherty, 

Director of Children and Youth Ministries  

Women’s Thursday Bible Study - Join us for our study of key women of the Bible. No special 
book-just our Bibles, questions, and tidbits for discussion. We will meet Thursdays, July 9

th
and 

23
rd

, August 6
th
 and 20

th
. Elaine Graves will lead the discussion. The location will be determined by 

the group. If everyone is comfortable with the idea, we will meet in the courtyard at the church,  
social-distancing and wearing masks as we come through the church or we will Zoom the 
meeting. Any questions and to sign up, please contact Barb Petzke, b_petzke@hotmail.com or 
429-5962. The group will be limited to the first 15 people who reply. 

mailto:b_petzke@hotmail.com

