
From the Pastor 

January 2019 FIRST CONNECTION 

What are you willing to sacrifice 
for Jesus? 

 
During Lent many Christians give up/sacrifice something so 
they can focus more intently on God.  Others sacrifice their 
free time by adding things to their schedule during Lent that 
will help others and bring glory to God.   
 
During the season of Lent, we focus on sacrifice; more 
specifically, we focus on the sacrifice that Jesus Christ made 

for us on the cross and how we can live sacrificial lives as well.  The Bible actually says a great 
deal about sacrifice and why Jesus offered himself up as a sacrifice for us.  Jesus says, 
“Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  You are my 
friends” (John 15:13-14).  Then a few chapters later in the book of John, we see Jesus lay down 
his life to save the people of this world from their sins.  Jesus sacrificed his life because he 
loves us and wants to save us!  He gave up “his life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45).  
 
The Scriptures also encourage us to follow Christ’s example.  Ephesians 5:2 says, “walk in the 
way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and 
sacrifice to God.”  We, as Christians, are called to walk in the way of love just as Christ did.  So, 
go and live a life of love.  Love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength and love others 
as you love yourself (Matthew 22:37-39).   
 
During the season of Lent ask yourself these two questions: 

Because I love Jesus and want to follow in his footsteps of sacrificial love, what sins and 
bad habits am I willing to give up? 

Because I love Jesus and love others, I am willing to sacrifice some of my free time to do 
______________________ to help others and to glorify God! 

 
Jesus loves us and he was willing to sacrifice his life for you and for me.  What are we willing to 
sacrifice for him? 

 

Pastor Dan 
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Monday Night Message & Movie at Pastor Dan’s House: If you are a young adult or in high 
school, then you are invited to Pastor Dan’s house every Monday night for a “Message & Movie 
Night.”  There will be a short devotional thought, a time to pray for each other, a time to get our 
snacks, and then we will watch a movie together.  Right now, we are working our way through all 
the MCU (Marvel Cinematic Universe) movies.  It’s a great group and we would love to have you 
join us.  And if you like bowling, there are a few of us who go bowling at Kelly’s afterward and you 
are welcome to join us for that too.  Pastor Dan lives at 5835 Demorrow Rd, Stevensville. 

 

Y & R: The Young & the Rest of Us (Y&R) will meet every Wednesday at Kim 
Risk’s home (1436 Silverbrook Ln, St. Joe) at 7:00 p.m.  We talk, eat some 
snacks, pray, and read and discuss a chapter from the Bible.  Currently, we are 
working our way through the book of Acts.  If you are between the ages of 18 and 
39, this would be a great group to join.  

 
 
 

 

Bible Study ‒ Leader Bill Funk 

Sunday’s at 10 a.m. , March 8th‒April 5th. 

“Who is This Man? by John Ortberg  On the eve of His crucifixion, it seemed like 

Jesus' influence on the world had ended. On the contrary, it had just begun. In this five-

session video-based study, pastor and author John Ortberg reveals how Jesus and 

Christianity came to make  an inescapable influence on history and on your life. 

Bible Study - Leader Judy Thompson  Monday’s at 5:45 p.m., March 2
nd

. 

Jesus gave His disciples a perfect pattern for prayer in the Lord's Prayer.  In this 

significant update of “Lord, Teach Me to Pray in 28 Days,” Kay Arthur leads you to 

put the Lord's Prayer into practice.  In this five-session study you will gain insights 

from God's Word on how to pray, what to pray and what to expect when you pray. 

Through "Lord Teach Me to Pray," Kay will equip you to be used in God's 

kingdom.  Her authority comes from God's Word; her compassion stems from a 

life touched by deep tragedy as well as great triumph.  Getting to know her heart 

for God will be one of the joys of the study.  What you learn will be yours to 

practice for a lifetime, just as Jesus intended when He taught His disciples how to 

pray. 

Any questions call Judy Thompson 983-7641. 

 

Thursday Women’s Bible Study will begin a new study, The Women of Easter, on 
March 19th. Meet three women named Mary, each of whom has a life-changing encounter 
with Jesus. Mary of Bethany prepares the way for the Lord’s burial when she anoints His 
feet and fills the air with her perfume. His mother, Mary of Nazareth, remains by His side 
from His first breath to His last, her loyalty unwavering. Mary Magdalene, delivered of 
seven demons, bravely supports her Teacher through His darkest hours, then proclaims 
the glorious news of His resurrection. What a trio. What a Savior! Your mind and 
emotions will be engaged and your faith strengthened as each scene unfolds, preparing 
your heart for a richer, deeper Easter experience. Liz Curtis Higgs, a seasoned Bible 
teacher and award-winning novelist, combines her storytelling skills with a thorough  
verse-by-verse study of Scripture as together you explore the remarkable lives of The 
Women of Easter. Join us for this three-week study. 

Please sign up at the Opportunities Desk. Questions? Contact Barb Petzke at 429-5962 
or b_petzke@hotmail.com. 



Ash Wednesday Potluck Dinner and Service:  
Wednesday, February 26

th
 at 6:00 p.m. 

Everyone in the church and community is invited to our 
Ash Wednesday Potluck Dinner and Service.  Please 
bring your family and a dish to share.  We will eat in the 
fellowship hall and have the service in the fellowship 
hall.  We will conclude the service with the 
implementation of Ashes (that’s putting an ash cross on 
your forehead or hand to remind you of Jesus’ sacrifice 
on the cross and our need for a Savior)!  I hope you will 
join us for this time of fellowship and worship! 
 

Living Faithfully Class:  This short-term small group will meet on Sundays, 4:00‒5:30 p.m. in 
Room 307.  We will be working through the book Living Faithfully, which looks at the United 
Methodist’s current stance on LGBTQ+ issues and what the Scriptures have to say about sexual 
sins.  This issue is tearing our denomination apart and will be a large part of General Conference 
2020.  If you would like to talk about this issue and gain a better understanding of all the sides of this 
issue, please join us.  We will meet February 23

rd
, March 1

st
, 8

th
, and 22

nd
.   

 
A Membership Class will be offered in May.  There will be two sessions, May 3

rd
 and 10

th
, 4 p.m. - 

6 p.m. in Room 306.  If you would like to join the St. Joseph First United Methodist Church, please 
join us in this Membership Class.  If you can sign up for this class at the Opportunities Desk, that 
would be great.  Pastor Dan would like to get an idea of how many people will be a part of this class. 
 
Man Camp at Miracle Camp: March 27-29.   
Would you like to draw closer to God and develop some great friendships with other Christian men?  
Would you like to get away for a weekend and just have some fun?  Then you should join us for Man 
Camp.  We meet at the church and then drive to Arby’s for dinner on Friday night.  Once we get to 
Miracle Camp there is basketball, dodgeball, ping-pong, carpet ball, foosball, mini-golf, frisbee golf, 
paintball, skeet shooting, archery, high ropes, zip line, and so much more!  There is a 24/7 Bacon 
Bar, a night where you cook your own steak on a 30-ft grill, and all the meals are fantastic!  Go to 
www.miraclecamp.com to register for this event.  Questions, contact the church at 983-3929 or talk 
to Mark Acker. 
 
Join the Wednesday Prayer Group! 
There is a group of people who gather every Wednesday at 4:45 p.m. in the church Library to pray 
for our church, denomination, and community.  We would love to have you join us in prayer! 
 
REMEMBER DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS IN MARCH 
Please remember to move your clocks ahead one hour before going to bed Saturday, March 7

th
.   

 

Family Fun Night ‒ I Still Believe 

I don’t know about many of you, but I personally really enjoy getting together with my church family 
and creating shared memories. That was the idea behind family fun nights to begin with. In March, 
our family fun night will be on Saturday, March 14

th
 at 12:30 p.m. We will be getting a group together 

to go see the new movie “I Still Believe”, a film based on the life of Christian artist Jeremy Camp. 
Tickets will be seven dollars. If you or your family are planning on attending, please reach out to me 
as soon as possible or sign up on the Opportunities Desk. This is a movie where I would 
recommend watching the trailer beforehand as some of the themes of the film might hit close too 
home for some people. After the film, you are welcome to return to the church to discuss the movie 
with others as well as help us to celebrate the holiday that is taking place that day (3/14 is pi day). I 

hope to see many of you at this event. ‒ Will 

http://www.miraclecamp.com


Caretel, St. Joseph  

Earl Kugle 

 

Crown Pointe, Stevensville 

Adrienne and Ed Bagatini 

 

Whitcomb Towers, St. Joseph                          

Jean Smith, Noreen Sonnenberg, 

Dorothy Crow, John Helsley 

 

Royalton Manor, St. Joseph 

Bob Dearing, Deloris Dettmann, 

Barbara Richmond                                                    

 

Woodland Terrace,  Bridgman                          

Dick Copeland 

 

Shenandoah Valley Westminster-

Canterbury,  Winchester, VA         

Dorothy Gray 

 

Stately Living, St. Joseph 

Joe Collins    

 

Carmel Village, Clovis, CA 

Barbara Kiesel                                  

 

At Home 

Betty Cassidy, Trudy Gillespie, 

To Grootendorst,  Robert Hatch 

Gloria Pollack, Jane Hoekwater, Dawn Pesko,  Connie 

Lesch’s mother, Nick Tomaszewski, Craig Miller 

(Melissa Iwan’s cousin), Susan Janke, John Hoffman, 

Anna Yates (Rachel Yates’ mother-in-law), Joe 

Duschek, James Dunn, Ward Hine, Denise Peterson, 

Billye Jo Casteel (Lou Ann Stelter’s sister), Sharon 

Novotny (David Stelter’s sister), and our homebound 

members. 

 

*Please contact the church office when you would like to have your name removed from the prayer list. 

  

Lifting up in  

prayer: 

During the winter months we sometimes need to close 
the church due to severe weather conditions.  Church 

closings will be mentioned on WAUS (90.7 FM), 
WSJM (94.9 FM or 1400 AM), and WNDU (Channel 
16).  If you are wondering whether there is church on 

a particularly bad Sunday morning or during the week, 
you can check these sources to see if our church is 

closed or not. 

2020 Church Council Members 

Chair:   Co-Chair  Mark Richards 

   Co-Chair: TBD 

 

Secretary:   Kim O’Haver 

 

Finance:   Todd Ankli 

   James Burt 

   David Stelter 

 

Trustees:   Jerry Tomaszewski 

   John Rajewski 

   Don Russell 

 

HR:   Trisha Bonham 

   Judy Korell 

   Blair Schadler  

 

Pastors:  Rev. Dan Colthorp 

    Rev. Jim Kraus 



News from the Soup Kitchen Ministry   

 

Does Anyone Read This? 

Welcome to first time–Benton Harbor Soup Kitchen 
volunteer Jamal McGee! And thanks also to Jim 
O’Haver for inviting Jamal to join us. Other “old reliables” 
feeding 102 hungry patrons ham and au gratin potatoes 
on Monday, February 10

th,
 included Elaine Graves, Ron 

Petzke, Gloria Muth, David Lea, Barb Petzke, and Mark 
Lester. The ham was generously provided by an 
anonymous friend of our “cookie lady” Shirley Johnson. 
Thanks also to cake, juice, and milk providers Dawn 
Ankli, Dede Bittner, Annie Kaeding, Martha 
Vanderweide, and Miriam Pede. It is truly amazing what 
happens when we invite others to join us in serving God. 
 
If you have read this far, please send Mark Lester a text 
at (269) 470-8839, identify yourself, and let him know if 
you are interested in preparing and serving at the 
Benton Harbor Soup Kitchen on the weekends (six 
times a year). This expanded ministry fits in well with 
District Superintendent Dwayne Bagley’s 2020 Jubilee. 

 
1-Mar  Robert Hatch 

2-Mar  Jared Foote 

3-Mar  Shirley Auringer 

3-Mar  James Kraus 

4-Mar  Linda Butera 

4-Mar  Ally Jarvis  

5-Mar  James Dunn 

9-Mar  Regan Gollehur 

11-Mar  Bill Goodman 

12-Mar  Nicholas Lesch 

13-Mar  Caroline Jarvis 

13-Mar  James Lawrick 

15-Mar  Clare Rutlin 

15-Mar  Joshua Vanderweide 

16-Mar  John Rajewski 

17-Mar  Andrew Acker 

17-Mar  Kim Grubka 

18-Mar  Robert Dearing 

18-Mar  John Schmidtman 

19-Mar  Mallory Otero 

24-Mar  Marcia Benson 

25-Mar  Mary Black 

26-Mar  Keith Bundy 

26-Mar  Les Herrman, Jr. 

26-Mar  Lisita Moala 

27-Mar  Grace Smith 

28-Mar  Christopher Van Epps 

29-Mar  Conor Rockhill 

30-Mar  Lorie Kraus 

30-Mar  Andrea Vonk 

31-Mar  J. Patrick O'Neal 

31-Mar  Gloria Pollack 

This Couples’ Retreat this year was January 3 – 

February 1 at the Inn at Union Pier.  We ate 

together, had fellowship time, then watched and 

discussed the movie “Same Kind of Different as 

Me.”  As part of our time together, everyone was 

asked to offer advice in six words: 

Always be kind – it’s always worthwhile. 
Always put your trust in God. 
Be kind. Show grace. Always love. 
Dreams don’t work until you do. 
Eat food. Sleep enough. Read lots. 
God’s Landscape – we choose the path. 
I am not good at this. 
In the beginning was the Word. 
It is well with my soul. 
Jesus – Love – Honesty – Forgiveness – 

Integrity – Faithfulness 
Listen to what your wife (spouse) says. 
Mighty oaks grow from tiny acorns. 
Pray. Read Bible. Love. Listen. Forgive. 
Smiles are sunshine from the heart. 
The greatest of these is love. 
Tiny seeds yield a bountiful harvest. 
Treat people like you treat yourself.  



 Capital Improvement Update 
 

What a year this has been! I just looked at March 2019 newsletter 
articles. At that time we had pots collecting the leaks in Fellowship 
Hall, a broken dishwasher, a leaky window in the Chapel, and dim 
projectors in the Sanctuary. Through your help, prayerfully and 
financially, we have been able to install the new monitor system in 

the Sanctuary, changed the window in the Chapel, replaced the 50-year old dishwasher, and 
replaced the flat roof! Wow! At the time of the roof replacement, Arrow Roofing relocated the 
downspouts outside the Sanctuary so that the water would drain away from the building. Thank you 
all! 

 

I wish I could say that we’re finished, but unfortunately, our 50-year-old building requires a few more 
updates. The needed funds for the new sound and lighting updates in the Sanctuary have been 
covered. Installation begins this weekend! It will take several weeks to complete the whole project, 
but it should be completed by Easter! The funds are also in for the security cameras and the 
location for the placement is being finalized soon. Watch for that completion when the weather 
improves. 

 

The projects that still need to be funded are the HVAC system and the parking lot. While it’s nice to 
have the smaller projects completed, the heating, ventilation, and air conditioning system is the 
most expensive and the most important. We are awaiting the final proposal for replacing our old 
system with an up-to-date heating-cooling one. This will make our building healthier for all who 
come through the doors! It also will be more energy-efficient. Some  parts of our mechanical system 
are failing, including the air handler that is original to the building, the air conditioning for the 
Fellowship Hall and one of the boilers. We can do without air conditioning in Fellowship Hall and not 
use that part of the building during the summer, but lack of cooled air will result in the return of the 
mildew on the ceiling. An additional problem to fix! 

 

Thank you to all of you who have pledged or made a special gift! No matter how small or how large, 
each contribution helps toward our goal of Renewing Our Church for the Kingdom. At this time we 
have 46 pledges totaling $226,530. We have collected $82,890 at this time. This total does not 
include the pledges for the sound and lighting and security system–over $50,000.  

 

If you have not already, please consider a pledge (weekly, monthly, yearly), a one-time gift, a 
special gift in honor or in memory of a loved one. With your help, we will be able to equip the church 
for the next generation! If you have any questions, please speak with a member of the Capital 
Improvements Committee. 

 

Committee 

Will Flaherty   Kim Risk 
Jerry Tomaszewski  Dan Colthorp 
Don Russell   John Rajewski 
Loree Barnhart  Richard Wallace 
Barb Petzke 



RUTH AND NAOMI CIRCLE BEGAN ON  FEBRUARY 21, 2020                                                                          

Ruths and Naomis are women at different stages of life with a goal of getting together to 

share food, fun, fellowship and to learn more about more GOD and his Son JESUS.   

There are devotions, videos, discussions, and of course prayers to help us in this very 

busy world of change and transition. Childcare can be available. We just ask that you let 

us know ahead of time so that we can make plans for CHILDCARE. 

THE DAY:  Friday Mornings 

THE DATES:  Feb. 21
st

; March 6
th

; March 20
th

; April 10
th

; April 24
th

; May 8
th

;  

   May 21
st 

 

THE TIME:   9:30 a.m. to 11:30a.m. 

THE PLACE: St. Joseph First UMC  2950 Lakeview Ave. St. Joseph, Mi.     

THE SIGN UP:  At the Opportunity Desk or Call St. Joe First UMC at  

   269-983-3929; 

THE GOAL:   To create friendships with a variety of women who want to learn  

   more about  GOD. There will be NO HOMEWORK because all of  

   our studies and discussions will be during these FRIDAY morning  

   sessions. 

PLEASE JOIN US!!! 

QUESTIONS: Contact: Elaine Graves  (517) 740-8338;  Theresa Burt    

   (734) 363-5435;   Jessica McCallister   (989) 763-3815 

This year, our spring rummage sale will be going to help support our 
2020 Puerto Rico mission trip team.  We will be excepting donations 
of items on Monday, March 30

th
, and Tuesday, March 31

st
. If you 

have any gently used items you would like to donate to the sale, we 
should have people here all day during those two days.  If you need 
us to come and pick up larger items, please either contact me or the 
church office to schedule a pickup.  The sale itself will be 
Wednesday, April 1

st
, from 2 p.m. until 7 p.m., Thursday, April 2

nd
, 

from 10 a.m. until 7 p.m., and Friday, April 3
rd

, from 10 a.m. until 2 
p.m. Again, all proceeds from this mission trip will go toward our 
Puerto Rico mission team. Our team would also appreciate your 
support if you would consider giving of your time to help during the 
sale either with organizing and pricing during setup or helping to work 
the sale itself. We’re also going to need a lot of help on that Friday to 
help clean up and reset the church.  Please mark your calendars with 
the setup/drop-off dates and the dates of the sale itself and we look 
forward to seeing you at this year‘s spring rummage sale.  – Will 



Women’s Retreat  
 

How would you like to spend a weekend with women like you connecting and having fun with 
meaningful worship sessions, engaging Bible teaching, and many activities or time to relax? Then 
come to the Women’s Retreat at Miracle Camp in Lawton, Michigan, and invite your friends! This 
retreat is designed for you to connect with God and grow closer to Him through an engaging Bible 
teacher and breakout time to talk about what we are learning. On top of that there are comfortable, 
modern facilities along with tasty meals, a coffee shop, and a dessert room.  Other activities include 
Pinterest crafts, high ropes, zip lines, archery, and many more. By the way did we mention 
desserts? 
 

Women’s Ministry will cover $47 for everyone who attends, reducing the cost to $100. If cost is an 
issue, scholarships are available. Contact Connie Lesch of Women’s Ministry. 
 

The dates that we are attending are Women’s Retreat 1–April 24
th
–April 26

th
. 

 

If you want more information check it out online at www.miraclecamp.com. 
 

If you are ready to sign up, go online and click on Retreats and choose Women’s Retreat. Click on 
one of the boxes that says Register Now! If you haven’t joined us before, you will need to create a 
new account. When you need to select an event, choose Women’s Retreat 1 and Standard lodging. 
When it asks which church do you normally attend, choose Michigan–St. Joe UMC–St. Joseph. This 
helps to put us together for housing. 
 

Thanks!  Connie Lesch 

Women’s Ministry  

 

 Craftin’ Like Crazy is still here to enjoy one another while working on that “special project” you 
can’t get done at home.  It’s a one-weekend-a-month, drop-in kind of thing on Friday from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. and Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.  The dates are March 20

th
 and 21

st
, and April 17

th
 and 

18
th
.  Come join us.  

Sewing News – Join us on Saturday, March 21
st

, 9:30-2:30 – The Sewing 
Ministry is a time for some hands-on mission work! Our projects—diapers, 
layettes, gowns, pjs, school bags, feminine hygiene kits—are all ready to sew. 
If you don’t know how to sew, we’d love to teach you. Or you can iron projects 
or help with cutting out. Bring a sack lunch and sign up at the Opportunities 
Desk so we have enough power. Questions? Contact Barb Petzke at 429-5962 
or b_petzke@hotmail.com. 

Interested in a short-term mission trip? A trip has been planned to the Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center in Illinois for May 31

st
-June 3

rd
. We’ll travel on Sunday, work all day Monday and 

Tuesday and half a day on Wednesday. A special outing will be planned by the group for 
Wednesday afternoon. There are lots of options for work, dependent on your interest and skill level. 
Last year our team fixed bikes, built desks, worked on sewing projects, sorted, packed items to be 
sent out, loaded trucks, and did construction on the addition. There’s something for everyone to do! 
There are dorm rooms, RV and tent sites available. A group of us will be camping at the local hotel 
that has discounted rates for the missionaries. Sound interesting? See Mark Lester or Barb Petzke 
for more details.  

http://www.miraclecamp.com/
mailto:b_petzke@hotmail.com


 

Children and Youth Programs – Will Flaherty 
 

 
Vacation Bible School 
The days are starting to get longer and it seems like the sun is shining a little bit brighter. That can 
only mean summer will be here before we know it. You will know what that means; it’s time to start 
thinking about Vacation Bible School. VBS is a great opportunity for us to not only reach out to kids 
in our church but also kids in the community and teach them about the wonderful love of Jesus 
Christ.  Please mark your calendars now for the VBS dates for this summer. VBS will be Monday, 
July 20

th
, through Friday, July 24

th
. As we have done over the last few years, we will be having a 

meal for kids, their families, and volunteers at 5:30 p.m. and VBS itself will start at 6 p.m. and go till 
about 8 p.m. For right now, I’m keeping the theme of this year‘s VBS a little bit of a secret, but I will 
be unveiling it very soon to everyone. In order for VBS to be a success, we are going to need many 
hands on deck. People who are willing to be small group leaders, help at activity stations, help 
prepare food, help to decorate beforehand and much more. Please consider how you can be a part 
of this year’s Vacation Bible School and let me know so that we can work together to make this 
year’s Vacation Bible School memorable for kids, teens, and adults alike. 
 
 
Introducing: Spark  
This spring, we are going to be relaunching our midweek kids programming through something that 
we are calling Spark. Beginning Thursday, April 16

th
, from 6 p.m.–7:30 p.m. and continuing weekly 

for the foreseeable future, we will be offering an exciting mix of faith and fun. Spark will be open to 
all students from preschool through fifth grade. Each week kids will get the opportunity to socialize, 
engage in fun activities, and learn many of the foundational elements of what a life with Jesus 
Christ can be. We want to create a space where we can work with kids, helping them to build a firm 
foundation of faith and building relationships with those in this church that will hopefully last for 
years to come.  But I can’t do this alone. I need people who are willing to help a small group, 
guides, and other adult volunteers. If you are interested, please let me know. 
 
 
The Future of Flame 
By now some of you have already heard that my role at the church has been expanded to include 
children’s ministries. With that, I’ve been thinking a lot about the future structure of Flame 
ministries. For years Flame ministries has been our middle school and high school programming 
and has helped to reach hundreds of young people in our community. After giving it much thought, I 
would like to see us expand many of the ideas that Flame ministries has promoted over the years. 
To that end, I am looking to broaden the scope of Flame ministries to encompass all of our children, 
teen ,and college ministries. I have a Y division for not only how to hopefully grow the children and 
youth programming, but to equip them to be leaders of tomorrow and equipped to not only live out 
but to share their faith with others. I would love to share my vision with many of you so I will be 
hosting presentations on my thoughts and ideas Sunday, March 8

th
, after each service. If you would 

like to know more, please come and dream alongside me at these events and think about how you 
may be a part of what I am trying to do. I hope to see many of you at these meetings, and as 
always, if you ever have questions, please feel free to reach out to me individually. 
 
 
 


