
   

 

From the Pastor 

St. Joe First United Methodist Church  

(269) 983-3929 • 2950 Lakeview Ave. St. Joseph, MI  49085 • www.sjfirstumc.org 

April 2021 

FIRST  

CONNECTION 

Our Lord Lives! 
 
April is a wonderful month.   
 
The weather starts getting nice, so we can begin to 
do things outside again.  Flowers begin to pop up, 
reminding us of the beauty of the earth and 
reminding us of new life.  Most of the time, Easter is 
in April and we celebrate the resurrection of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  The Scriptures tell 
us that Jesus Christ died on the cross to save us, 
but the story does not end there.   
 
The Holy Scriptures also tell us what happened on 
Easter Sunday.  The angels proclaimed, "Why do 
you look for the living among the dead? He is not 
here; He has risen!" (Luke 24:5-6). 
 
Friends, we follow a God who loves us.   
We follow a God who died for us.   
We follow a God who is powerful enough to conquer death.   
We follow a living, loving, Lord!   
And that is Good News! 
 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Dan 
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Sympathy 
 
Please pray for the following— 

• The Bagatini family with the loss of 
Adrienne Bagatini. 

• The Collins family with the passing of 
Joe Collins. 

• The Cassidy family with Betty Cassidy 
being laid to rest. 

Please notify the church office if you’re 
celebrating or grieving, so that your church 

family can pray for you! 
 

We Are OPEN! 

Each month, the church council convenes to 
deliberate this issue. Many factors go into their 
final decision--the number of county positive 
cases, death rate, and local hospital capacity. 
They also take into account the schools’ and 
state’s responses to the pandemic.  

Our community’s health and your safety is our 
priority! With that being said, we are OPEN if you 
are comfortable coming in to worship with us! 

Holy Week & Easter! 
 

*No Maundy Thursday Service this year and No Easter Breakfast.   
 
Good Friday Prayer and Communion Time: April 2, 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM (Sanctuary) 
 Jim Kraus will be playing music in the sanctuary.  You can come and pray.  If you would 
 like to receive communion to remember what Jesus Christ did for us on the cross, please 
 come forward to Pastor Dan Colthorp and he will offer you communion. 
 
Easter Services: 

 Easter Service with beautiful music pieces featuring 
talented musicians and singers.  Join us for worship 
and invite family and friends. He Is Risen! 

  
 Sunrise Service: April 4, 7:00 AM  
  (Kiesel Overlook,     
  southern-most park on Lakeshore Drive) 
 
 Traditional Service: April 4, 9:00 AM  
  (Sanctuary) 
 
 Casual Service: April 4, 11:00 AM  
  (Sanctuary) 

 

Church Family Focus  

Safety Accommodations: 

• Social distancing based on households 

• Separate 9:00 am and 11:00 am seating 

• Masks required & sanitizer available 

• Cleaning after events 

• Designated door greeter/opener 

• Contact tracing list kept for worships 
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Join the Prayer Chain 

Let’s be there for each other! With the world in 
the process of our new “normal,” we have a 
group of prayer warriors who want to help. 

Although we can’t PHYSICALLY be there, we 
are doing our part for others. 

This email based prayer chain allows us to be 

involved and support each other in a safe way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to be added to our chain of 

prayer warriors or you need the support of our 

community, please contact the office. 

 

Keep on Praying! 

~Cari 

Spring is Here!  

This means yard maintenance to keep things in good condition. We need your help! They are not 
hard tasks--spraying for weeds, trimming, picking up branches, etc. 

Please contact Steve Conklin at (269) 861-1119 or Judy Felland  at (269) 983-7560 to volunteer.  

Thank you! 

Altar Flowers 

Thank you to those who provided Altar Flowers 

in March.  

 

Mar. 14
th
—In honor of Nick Lesch’s birthday 

from his family.  

Mar. 21
th
—In honor of Andy Acker’s Birthday 

from his family. 

Mar. 28
th
—To celebrate Bob & Joan Cade’s 66 

years of marriage. 

 

Look for our openings for 2021! 

• May 9, 16;  

• July 11, 18;  

• Aug. 1;  

• Sept. 26;  

• Oct. 31;  

• Nov. 21, 28. 

Questions? Comments?               

Concerns? 

Please feel free to contact the church! 

We love hearing from you! 

(269) 983-3929 

office@sjfirstumc.com 

Cost is $30. 

Call or email the church 

to sign up! 
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Sewing Ministry  

On April 10
th
 or 17

th
 from 9:30-2:30, we’ll 

meet wearing masks and practicing social 

distancing! We have a great time being the 

hands and hearts of Jesus to those who need 

our projects. Bring your sewing machines, 

pins, and enthusiasm. We have an extra 

machine, if needed. 

In June, we have planned a trip to Midwest 

Mission Distribution Center in Springfield, 

Illinois. We will deliver the projects that we’ve 

completed since last year. Also, we will work 

in the center doing whatever is needed for 

two and a half days. There are 11 

missionaries scheduled but we have room for 

more! 

Contact Barb Petzke at (269) 429-5962 with 

any questions! See you then! 

Soup Kitchen Update 

A year ago, March 2020, was the last time we prepared the 

meal and served in person at the Soup Kitchen. Director Merry 

Stover said that they will continue with the current plan until the 

governor opens restaurants to 100% (currently, restaurants 

can operate at 50%).  

On March 8
th
, we prepared and packed 100 lunch bags with 

chicken and rice soup, crackers, applesauce, apple juice, and 

homemade cookies. Our workers included Mark Lester, Kim 

and Jim O’Haver, and Ron and Barb Petzke. Tara Gillette’s 

cookies, plus what we had saved in the freezer, filled our need. 

In addition, we delivered almost a car full of cold weather gear! 

Thank you so much to those who overfilled the tote! 

Our serving day in April will be the 12th. Please  sign up at the 

Opportunities Desk or contact Barb Petzke at (269) 429-5962 

or b_petzke@hotmail.com to work or to make cookies! Funds 

used to purchase needed supplies come from the Hunger Pot 

or other donations.  

With the warmer weather, it’s time to convert our 
“Warm Wishes” drive to a “Serving Spring” drive. 
We are in need of socks, t-shirts and sweatshirts to 
deliver this season for men, women and children!  

Thank you for participating in this Mission 
Project.  Matthew 25:35-36 says "For I was hungry 
and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes 
and you clothed me..." we are fulfilling two of those 
requests from Jesus--feeding and clothing the 
sheep of God.   

What a blessed church we are! 

Contact Julie Evans at jlevans29@csinet.net or 
(269) 930-8404.  
Texts are welcome, but please identify yourself.  
Thank you for being a disciple in Christ!  

Spring Service Drive 

mailto:jlevans29@csinet.net
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Children and Youth Groups 

Greetings everyone, I just wanted to give you a little update on some 
exciting things coming up for our children and youth ministries.  

The first thing I want to let you know is that SPARK kids club is 
meeting in-person and will meet three more times this spring on April 
22

nd
, May 6

th
, and May 20

th
. We will be meeting over the summer, 

but we’re still figuring out what that’s going to look like in terms of 
scheduling so please be checking back for more information.  

Youth group is continuing to meet in-person for all of our middle 
school and high school students each Sunday from 7:00 - 8:30pm. We 

will not meet April 4
th
 and 11

th
 due to Easter and spring break. We will then begin a video study on 

the movie The Ultimate Gift.  

Mark your calendars for July 26
th
 - 30

th
 for our 2021 Kids’ Camp (VBS). Rocky Railway is a great 

opportunity to share the love and power of Jesus with not only our kids, but with kids in our 
community.  

As you can see we have a lot of exciting things happening in children and youth ministries. If you 
want to help out with children or youth ministry projects, please contact me. We’re going to be 
pushing hard for VBS volunteers in the near future, so please be considering that as well. As 
always, feel free to reach out with me with any questions or ideas you might have. 

Blessings,  

Will (willflaherty@sjfirstumc.org) 

 
Spiritual Retreats 

Man Camp: April 9
th 

- 11
th

 & April 16
th 

- 18
th

  
 The April 16

th 
- 18

th
 weekend is full, but we have five guys going that weekend.  We are  

 encouraging men age 16 and older to go to miraclecamp.com and register for the  
 April 9

th 
-11

th
 Man Camp Weekend.  It is a weekend of incredible worship, fun activities,  

 delicious food, and great people to hang out with.  We hope you will join us.  
 Questions? Call Mark Acker at (269) 930-4679 or Pastor Dan Colthorp at (269) 369-8475. 
 

Women's Retreat: April 30
th

 - May 2
nd 

  If you would like to go, simply go to miraclecamp.com and register for that weekend.   
 If you  have questions, please contact Lynda Acker  at (269) 921-9452 or Connie Lesch      
 at (269) 470-4270. 

Ink Cartridges 

Thanks to everyone who has donated ink cartridges!  

We’re taking a short break from this ministry for the time being. 

Remember to check Facebook and 
your emails weekly! 

Not receiving the church emails? 

Contact the church office! 
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The Deacon’s Bench 

Matthew 5:16 
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven. 

In early grade school, I started piano lessons with Elizabeth B. Jackson.  She was in her mid-seventies when I 
started and played the organ for a local Presbyterian church in Tacoma Park, Maryland.  For about 12 years, I 
studied with her until I went to college.  She would have a home recital every spring and her students would play 
through their pieces on a piano in her dining room, while the other students and parents listened from the living 
room or front porch.  She had a second piano for duets as well.  It made you listen and play differently--duets. 

Mrs. Jackson had some star students--I wasn’t one of them.  Several of these students would come back and 
play for the recitals.  It was thrilling to get to hear this music so well executed.  She was a patient teacher and 
had a little library of children’s books about composers--encouraging us to read.  When a piece was done 
exceptionally well, a sticker of a composer was earned.  For some reason, that was exciting.  As a composer 
herself, she wrote piano pieces, choir pieces, and vocal solos--some based on scripture.  My dad would sing 
some of these solos at her recitals – always accompanied by one of his children.  She even wrote a trio for my 
two sisters and me to play at one piano--I was in the middle.  It was an interesting piece and fun--when my 
sisters and I could get along enough to play it.  I think the most I ever saw Mrs. Jackson frustrated was when the 
three of us kids would try to play together.  It was a novel idea, but the reality of logistics were another thing. 

Mrs. Jackson had studied at the Indianapolis Conservatory and the Peabody Conservatory in Baltimore.  One of 
her teachers had been a student of Franz Liszt.  She had many interesting stories about her studies and 
experiences.  She was the concert manager for the Peabody concert series and met several world famous 
musicians.  I think my early appreciation for the composers and their music really was formed at those piano 
lessons.  I’ll never forget when I got to buy my first copy of “The Well-Tempered Clavier” by Bach, I was elated to 
“shake the hand” of the old master in this way. 

Why do I bring up my piano teacher for a reading about a faith journey?  Because she was one of the people in 
my life who humbly and quietly gave me gifts of her time, care, and encouragement with a Christian spirit--a 
gracious offering.  Mrs. Jackson was a quiet Christian witness who shared her life and musical passion with all 
those she came in contact.  She and her husband had been through several difficult times in their lives, they had 
gone through the two World Wars as well as personal trials.  By the time I started working with her, Mrs. 
Jackson’s husband had been retired for several years.  They both could have settled down to a quiet, contented 
life and been done--but they didn’t.  As I have mentioned, she was the organist at her church for several years, 
part of the Friday morning composer’s club in Washington D.C. (where she had her students play at times), and 
she kept a rather full piano studio going--all with a quiet witness to God. 

Usually at some point in my lessons, we would discuss the composers or some element of music and 
performance.  She’s the one who really introduced me to Bach’s approach to music, whether playing or 
composing; his motto was “Only work to the glory of God.”  She was the one to point out that Bach wrote at the 
bottom of every piece he composed, “Soli Deo Gloria”--Only to the Glory of God.  Without ever directly sharing 
her faith, she lived it and it affected me.  My piano lessons were not like a Sunday school, but they were a time of 
experiencing someone living out the practical side of a personal faith.   

I think we are so careful today as to not offend anyone, that we “put our light under a bushel”--not letting it shine 
in simple ways.  Mrs. Jackson lived her faith constantly and kept her home open to friends, neighbors, and 
students.  She didn’t walk away from life and living, but continued to be an influence on those in her life.  I hope 
as we emerge from our year of isolation that we can be energized by the mercy and goodness of the Lord and be 
living witnesses to Christ and His peace and joy.  May we share our faith by living joyfully unto the Lord. 

Jim Kraus 
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Barb Petzke: b_petzke@hotmail.com 

 (269) 429-5962  

Bill Funk: williamfunk@sbcglobal.net 

 
Judy Thompson: (269) 983-7641 

 1249jmthompson@gmail.com 

Lorie Kraus: lorieannkraus@gmail.com   

New Noon Study starting April 14 

Come join the Noon Study as we start a new book! We will use Kay Arthur’s book Understanding 

Spiritual Gifts. This is a no homework study that will be a great introduction or reminder of God’s 

work among us through His Holy Spirit. We will meet April 14
th
 through May 26

th
 from noon - 1:00 

pm on Zoom. If you want to be part of this group, please contact the church office or Lorie Kraus. 

What Are Spiritual Gifts? 

The subject of spiritual gifts can seem complicated: Who has spiritual 

gifts--"spiritual people" or everybody? What are spiritual gifts anyway?  

Understanding Spiritual Gifts takes you straight to God's Word to discover 

answers from the Gift-Giver Himself. As you dig into Bible passages 

about God's design for each of us, you'll find out that spiritual gifts aren't 

complicated--but they are life-changing. 

Here you will uncover what spiritual gifts are, where they come from, who 

has them, how they are received, and how they work within the church. 

As you study, you will have a new vision for how you can use your God-

given gifts to bring hope to your home, your church, and a hurting world. 

Sunday School 

From April 11
th
 - May 9

th
, we will be discussing Half Truths by Adal Hamilton. This class is headed 

by Bill Funk and is meeting at 11:00 am on Zoom. 

They are simple phrases. They sound Christian—like something you might find in the Bible. 
We’ve all heard these words. Maybe we’ve said them. They capture some element of truth, yet 
they miss the point in important ways. 
Join Adam Hamilton in searching for the whole truth by comparing common Christian clichés to 
the message and ministry of Jesus. The clichés include: 

Contacts for Sunday Adult Sunday School & Bible Studies: 

• Everything happens for a reason. 
• God helps those who help themselves. 
• God said it, I believe it, that settles it. 

• God won’t give you more than you can 
handle. 

• Love the sinner, hate the sin. 
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Brookdale Senior Living, Greenville, NC 
Joyce Bliss 
 
Caretel, St. Joseph  
Earl Kugle, Vivian Oberheu 
 
Crown Pointe, Stevensville 
Ed Bagatini 
 
Royalton Manor, St. Joseph 
Deloris Dettmann, Barbara Richmond                   
 
Whitcomb Towers, St. Joseph 
Noreen Sonnenberg, Dorothy Crow, John Helsley 
 
Woodland Terrace, Bridgman 
Dick Copeland 
 
Shenandoah Valley Westminster-Canterbury,  
Winchester, VA  
Dorothy Gray 
 
Carmel Village, Clovis, CA 
Barbara Kiesel   
 
At Home 
Trudy Gillespie, To Grootendorst, Robert Dearing 

Nick Tomaszewski, John 

Hoffman, James Dunn, Ward 

Hine,  Robert Argue, Robert 

Dearing, Aiden Zemon 

(Lou Ann Stelter’s nephew), 

Denise Peterson, Maxine 

Mock, Bob and Joan Cade, 

Henry Brown (Judy Thompson’s grandson), and 

our homebound members. 
 

*Please contact the church when you would like to have 

your name added or removed from the prayer list. 

The Church Calendar can be found online at                                        

www.sjfirstumc.org  

Apr. 03  Martha Vanderweide 

Apr. 04  Mark Lester 

  Kimberly Versaw 

Apr. 05  Beth Clark 

Apr. 06  Brookelyn Hoiles 

  Katie Smith 

Apr. 10  Bruce Schadler 

Apr. 12  Brock Emery 

Apr. 13  Heather Hollerbach 

Apr. 15  Janet Kaeding 

Apr. 16  Todd Ankli 

  Maya Milletics 

  Scott Risk 

Apr. 17  Peggy Platts 

Apr. 19  Todd Adams 

  Sara Lawrick 

Apr. 20  Annie Kaeding 

Apr. 22  Connie Lesch 

Apr. 26  David MacDonald 

Apr. 27  William Gorske 

  Joan Hine 

  Isaiah McCrevan 

Apr. 28  Vivian Oberheu 

Apr. 29  Lisa Thurman 

Apr. 30  Cindy Davis 


