
From the Pastor 

January 2019 FIRST CONNECTION 

New Year – New Way of Looking at Things! 

We are going to begin 2020 by looking at the world 

from a different perspective. We are going to look at 

the world through a different lens. We tend to focus 

on what we can see, hear, smell, taste, and feel. 

However, the Bible teaches us there is more to life 

than just what our five senses tell us. There are 

some things we have to accept on faith and the 

testimony of others. This year we are going to begin 

the year by looking at the “Spiritual Realm.” In the 

church worship services we are going to be talking 

about Heaven, Hell, Angels, Demons, and Spiritual Warfare. When Jesus walked this earth, 

he told us parables about the Kingdom of Heaven. He talked to his followers about the 

awfulness of Hell and the spiritual battles that we must face. He cast out demons, and 

angels came to him while he was praying in the Garden of Gethsemane. So, we are going 

to discuss the spiritual realm, and hopefully we will see things from a different perspective 

and hear things and understand. In Matthew 13:13-16, Jesus says, “Though seeing, they 

do not see; though hearing, they do not hear or understand. In them is fulfilled the prophecy 

of Isaiah: ‘You will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but 

never perceiving. For this people’s heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their 

ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with 

their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.’ But blessed are 

your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear.” May our hearts not be 

calloused and may we be people who truly hear God’s Word and understand what God is 

teaching us. May we see Jesus for who he truly is and may we see the world through God’s 

eyes. Let’s put on the spiritual glasses and let us see the world and our lives from a 

different perspective!  

Pastor Dan 
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The R.O.C.K. - Renewing Our Church for the Kingdom 

Update! 

To date we have received over $49,000, designated for the 

sound system, lighting, and security cameras. In addition we 

have received pledges for an additional $189,565 over the 

next four years. This puts us over a third of the way 

toward our goal of $600,000. Praise God and thank you! The 

most important and costly piece of this project is the replacement of the HVAC system. Many 

parts of the system are failing and need to be replaced. We can continue to put patches on parts 

as they fail or we can take this leap of faith and replace the whole system at once. Gaining an 

updated system will improve air quality and comfort in addition to helping us save on increasing 

energy costs.  The other costly project is the repairing of the parking lot. 

If you would like to contribute to this campaign, you can give online at  https://

www.sjfirstumc.org/r-o-c-k-campaign. You can also drop off a donation or pick up a pledge card 

from the church office. Pledge cards are also in the pew racks. Your prayers and donations are 

greatly appreciated! 

If you have questions about the R.O.C.K. Campaign, you can ask those serving on the Capital 

Improvements Campaign.  They are Barb Petzke, Dan Colthorp, Will Flaherty, Loree Barnhart, 

Richard Wallace, John Rajewski, Kim Risk, and Jerry Tomaszewski. 

Are you looking for Financial Peace of Mind? 

Do you have financial peace of mind? If the answer is “No,” “Not sure,” or even “I think I do,” 

it’s never a bad idea to seek additional education for your financial future. 

We will be offering multiple classes over several weeks beginning on Tuesday, January 21, 

2020. This educational seminar series is designed around our philosophy of helping people 

preserve, protect,and grow their wealth. You will learn the best practices of setting up an 

estate and financial plan and special attention will be paid to how you can incorporate the 

church in your plan, helping to create a lasting legacy.  

I’m excited to announce that my friend and renowned educator Roccy DeFrancesco, JD, 

founder of the Wealth Preservation Institute, author of Retiring Without Risk, Bad Advisors: 

How to Identify Them; How to Avoid Them, and POM Planning Losing Money is No Longer 

an Option, will be leading this educational program. 

Attend as many classes as you can, and if you can’t make one, don’t worry.  We are 

planning to record the sessions and make them available to anyone interested. 

https://www.sjfirstumc.org/r-o-c-k-campaign
https://www.sjfirstumc.org/r-o-c-k-campaign


  Journey of Faith  

December’s Journey of Faith “A Dramatic Change in My Life” 
belongs to Pastor Dan Colthorp. 
  
The Evangelism Committee is grateful to everyone who submitted 
their personal journey over the past seven months.  This column 
has allowed us a better understanding of the different ways faith 
in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior can change lives.  
  
From GotQuestions.org: “At the heart of the spiritual journey is the understanding that it is a 
journey. None of us are perfect. Once we become believers, we are not expected to achieve instant 
spiritual maturity. Rather, the Christian life is a process involving both our attention (2 Corinthians 
7:1) and God’s work in us (Philippians 1:6).” 

  
Christian friends, keep making progress! We are here to pray for you and encourage you to fill your 
journey with studying the Bible, obeying God’s Word, and trusting Him to complete his good work in 
you. 

Soup Kitchen  December 2019 

 
“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God‘s grace in its various forms.” 

1 Peter 4:10 
 

Greetings to first-time Soup Kitchen volunteer Dana Donley and welcome back to long-time volunteer Shirley Pittman. Thanks also 
to recent relabels: Carol Starks, Barb Petzke, Jim O’Haver, Mark Lester, and Ron Petzke. 

 
On Monday, December 9th, 88 slightly damp Benton Harbor Soup Kitchen patrons enjoyed fellowship and our hotdog-fortified au 

gratin potatoes capped off with cake provided by our expert UMC bakers. 
 

The St. Joe First UMC mission to the Benton Harbor Soup Kitchen is funded through Hunger Pot donations on the first Sunday of 
each month and through designated giving. Praise God for the support of this valued ministry in our community! 

 
Mark  

Taking down the greens.  Epiphany is January 6th, and the decorations still need to be up for the 

worship services on Sunday, January 5th.  We will take down the Advent and Christmas 

decorations from the sanctuary on Sunday, January 5th, following the 11:00 service.  For those that 

stay to help, we will take a head count and have sandwiches delivered.  There also will be King 

Cake.  "Where is he who is born king of the Jews?" "In Bethlehem (house of bread)."  "Go and 

search diligently for the child."  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%207.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%207.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil%201.6


Begin the New Year by joining a small group for deepening of friendships and growing in 
your faith!  Here are some groups to consider: 
 Bill Funk’s Connection Group: Sundays 10:10 a.m. in Room 307 
 Vivian Oberhue’s Connection Group: Sundays 10:10 a.m. in the Library 
 Women’s Bible Study: Mondays, 5:45 p.m. in Room 307 
 College Age Group: Mondays, 7:00 p.m. at Dan Colthorp’s Home 
 Women’s Bible Study: Wednesdays, Noon in the Parlor 
 Prayer Group: Wednesdays, 4:45 p.m. in the Library 
 Young Adult Small Group: Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. at Risk’s Home 
 Women’s Bible Study: Thursdays, 9:30 a.m. in Room 307 
 Craftin’ Like Crazy once a month on Fridays and Saturdays 
 Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study: Saturdays, 7:45 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 
 Other groups like the Chancel Choir, Praise Band, or Love in a Card! 

Monday Night Women’s Bible Study – Leader 

Judy Thompson 

IRRESISTIBLE  

Two thousand years ago, Christians risked 

persecution and death for the sake of their faith. 

What would happen if 21st-century believers 

followed their lead? Taking you back to a time 

when Christianity couldn't be ignored, 

marginalized, or eradicated, Andy Stanley shows 

how the early church turned the world upside 

down---and how we can recover that same 

faith.  This is a DVD study. 

Monday Night Women's Bible Study meets in the 

library and will begin this new class on Monday, 

January 13th at 5:45 p.m. 

There's a sign-up sheet on the Opportunities 

Desk.  The books are $15.00.  

Any questions, call Judy Thompson at 983-7641. 

Discussing Mere Christianity – Leader Bill Funk 

 

This  eight-week study is on Sunday mornings, from Jan. 5  to Feb. 23 after first 

service.  Mere Christianity is one of the most read and beloved Christian books of all time. 

Taught by a variety of C.S. Lewis experts and advocates, this first of its kind video 

curriculum explores the meaning, history, and contemporary application of the book. 

Women’s Bible Study in January will 

begin on Thursday, January 16, with lunch/

brunch to enjoy some of Kelly Minter’s 

recipes and pick up new study books. Watch 

the bulletin for the time. Our next study will 

be Psalm 23, by Jennifer Rothchild – Many 

women know Psalm 23 by heart but haven’t 

experienced its power in their lives. This 

beloved psalm can breathe new life into 

women who are weary and unsure of their 

next steps. It’s more than a psalm that 

comforts in death; it gives confidence in life. 

In this seven-session study, you will gain 

fresh insight and encouragement. Explore the 

depths of God’s compassionate care while 

debunking the self-reliant myth. Learn how 

your vulnerability is not a liability because 

you can trust the Shepherd’s goodness. 



Caretel, St. Joseph  

Earl Kugle 

 

Crown Pointe, Stevensville 

Adrienne and Ed Bagatini 

 

Whitcomb Towers, St. Joseph                          

Jean Smith, Noreen Sonnenberg, 

Dorothy Crow, John Helsley 

 

Royalton Manor, St. Joseph 

Bob Dearing, Deloris Dettmann, 

Barbara Richmond                                                    

 

Woodland Terrace,  Bridgman                          

Dick Copeland 

 

Shenandoah Valley Westminster-

Canterbury,  Winchester, VA         

Dorothy Gray 

 

Stately Living, St. Joseph 

Joe Collins    

 

Carmel Village, Clovis, CA 

Barbara Kiesel                                  

 

At Home 

Betty Cassidy, Trudy Gillespie, 

To Grootendorst,  Robert Hatch 

Gloria Pollack,  Jane Hoekwater, Dawn Pesko, 

Adrienne Bagatini, Dorothy Gray, Joe Collins, Bob 

Hatch, Betty Cassidy, Robert Dearing, Connie 

Lesch’s mother, Nick Tomaszewski, Craig Miller 

(Melissa Iwan’s cousin), Doug Dixon (friend of 

Dave and Sue Lea), Earl Kugle, Noreen 

Sonnenberg, Neil and Melissa Iwan, Jean Smith, 

Susan Janke, John Helsley, John Hoffman, Anna 

Yates (Rachel Yates’ mother-in-law), Joe Duschek, James Dunn, Ward Hine, Laura Malzon, 

Denise Peterson, Karla Tilly, Billye Jo Casteel (Lou Ann Stelter’s sister), Sharon Novotny 

(David Stelter’s sister),  and Jean Edwards. *Please contact the church office when you would like to 

have your name removed from the prayer list. 

Lifting up in  

prayer: 

During the winter months we sometimes 
need to close the church due to severe 

weather conditions.  Church closings will be 
mentioned on WAUS (90.7 FM), WSJM 

(94.9 FM or 1400 AM), and WNDU (Channel 
16).  If you are wondering whether there is 

church on a particularly bad Sunday morning 
or during the week, you can check these 

sources to see if our church is closed or not. 

2020 Church Council Members 

Chair:   Co-Chair  Mark Richards 

   Co-Chair: TBD 

 

Secretary:   Kim O’Haver 

 

Finance:   Todd Ankli 

   James Burt 

   David Stelter 

 

Trustees:   Jerry Tomaszewski 

   John Rajewski 

   Don Russell 

 

HR:   Trisha Bonham 

   Judy Korell 

   Blair Schadler  

 

Pastors:  Rev. Dan Colthorp 

    Rev. Jim Kraus 



1-Jan  Keith Foote 

3-Jan  Joan Cade 

7-Jan  Josh Beckmann 

8-Jan  Donna Dumke 

8-Jan  Edy Harding 

8-Jan  Helen Hazelett 

11-Jan  Neil Iwan 

11-Jan  Hannah Moore 

12-Jan  David Lawrick 

13-Jan  Mary Ann Robinson 

18-Jan  Tom Winters 

20-Jan  Lynda Acker 

20-Jan  Ed Schrag 

21-Jan  Melinda Schadler 

22-Jan  Ashlee Eichler 

22-Jan  David Stelter 

23-Jan  Nicole Schmidtman 

24-Jan  Kris Colthorp 

26-Jan  Jason Emery 

26-Jan  James Merrifield 

28-Jan  Wyatt Milletics 

30-Jan  Emalyn Beckmann 

 

January 1: We are not meeting 
January 8: Risk Home, 7:00 p.m. 
January 15: Risk Home, 7:00 p.m. 
January 22: Risk Home, 7:00 p.m. 
January 29: Risk Home, 7:00 p.m. 
 
This group is for people age 18-39.  Scott and 
Kim Risk live at 1436 Silverbrook Lane, St. 
Joseph, MI.  If you are a young adult, we 
would love to have you join us for some 
food, fellowship, Bible Study, and fun!   

Monday Night Message and Movie Small 
Group: 
High school teens and college-age students 
are invited to Pastor Dan’s home every 
Monday night at 7:00 p.m. for a message and 
movie time.  Afterward, some of us go 
bowling.  We would love to have you join us.  
Pastor Dan lives at 5835 Demorrow Rd, 
Stevensville, MI.  We will start back up on 
Monday, January 6th.  

Couples’ Retreat: January 31-February 1 at the Inn at Union Pier! Every year we take many couples on a 

social and spiritual retreat. Many couples go to Brewster’s for a dinner and others go to the Inn for pizza and 

fellowship. We will eat meals together. We will watch a movie, discuss it, and apply those truths to our 

marriage relationships. It is a great time and a great way to get to know some people in our church. We hope 

you will join us! If interested, please get your $75 deposit in to the church office A.S.A.P. Need more info, 

please contact Dan.  



Special Thank-Yous 

 

 ANGEL TREE  Thank you to all of you who took the time to buy, shop, wrap, and deliver the many 
gifts for the Angel Tree Program this year. Our church provided both a “fun” and a clothing gift to 25 
children and a family Bible to the 8 families that they belonged to. We also added a “goodie” basket 
for the caregivers. You truly shared the love of Christ with those who are often considered the least 
of our community. Thank you for your generous support! Thank you to the Thursday morning Bible 
study ladies (Rachel Adrian, Joyce Bliss, Jean Edwards, Susie Ferry, Elaine Graves, Anne Hahn, Gloria 
Muth, Barb Petzke, and Carol Starks) who took the time to wrap elf gifts and Bibles.  All and all, 
there were approximately 50 helpers for this ministry to be successful. This project is near and dear 
to me as my heart is warmed by the lives it touches as I deliver gifts. Thank you!  Janet Puzycki 

 A big thank you to our church family for the generous gift card donation.  The money is greatly 
appreciated!  E. Lee Benson and James Dunn 

 I want to thank everyone who made Jayna’s shower special.  Those who helped set up and clean up.  
Those who brought some food.  And especially everyone who came to make her day special.  Thank 
you very much!  Renee Foote 

 To my dear friends at St. Joe FUMC, I sincerely thank you for your prayers for healing and 
wholeness.  Thank you to Dan, Julie, Jim and Kim O’Haver for their visits while I was in the hospital.  
Your prayers put me back on the road to recovery.  I would be lost without my loving, caring, friends 
at church.  God Bless each one. Shirley Johnson 

 What a wonderful surprise on Friday the 13th!  David and Sue Lea, Don Russell and Will Flaherty 
showed up at my door with their beautiful voices singing Christmas Carols in perfect harmony.  To 
top that off, I was given a large container of homemade cookies, thanks to Don Russell.  I was truly 
blessed on Friday the 13th.  Love and Blessings to all. Shirley Johnson. 

 “Thank you, St. Joseph Methodist for your generous donation.  We greatly appreciate all you do.  
Happy Holidays.” Emergency Shelter Staff 

 Les Herrman fixed weather stripping on the exterior doors, replaced the ceiling light with a LED 
fixture in Ladies’ Restroom, and replaced the smoke detector next to the Library. Thanks, Les, for all 
your help!  Trustees 

 Thank you to everyone who helped the Trustees take care of our building, contents, and grounds! 
The Team has only three members and our building is around 23,000 square feet! That’s just the 
inside. Outside we have the yard, parking lot, and flower beds. All of this needs to be attended. 
Thank YOU if you helped in any way. Physically working or contributing to the financial needs – 
electricity, gas, phone, and the list continues!  Trustees 

 Blessings for the New Year, Trustees – John Rajewski, Jerry Tomaszewski, Barb Petzke – and 
welcome to our newest member, Don Russell, who has already taken over some of the projects! 

 Thank you to Neil and Melissa Iwan for proofing the newsletter each month!  Sara Lawrick 

 

 



January Sewing News – Meeting on 
Saturday, January 18, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m., we welcome members of  Berrien 
Town and Country Quilters to a sewing bee 
making parts of the feminine hygiene kits! 
But there will be work and projects (for 
anyone who would like to join). If you can’t 
stay for the whole time, stop by for just part. 
Bring your sewing machine and enthusiasm 
for mission. Sign up at the Opportunities 
Desk so that we have enough power. 

Members of the Chancel Choir will be joining singers from the community to form 

the Southwest Michigan Chorale again as a touring group to sing on a Musical 

Mission Trip in May 2021 to Italy.  This group traveled to Ireland in 2017; Austria, 

Hungary, and Czech Republic this past summer; and has enjoyed offering concerts 

here in our area and in these countries.  We will have a meeting on January 12 at 

4:00 p.m. in the sanctuary to discuss details and begin signing up.  If you are 

interested, please talk with Jim Kraus and come to the meeting.  

The Noon Bible Study begins on Wed., Jan. 8, 2020. This group 
is led by Lorie Kraus and meets in the parlor. We are a group of 
working and busy ladies who have committed to this once-a-week, 
one-hour study to dig into the Scriptures and grow together. We 
would love for you to join us!! 
  
We will be studying The Essentials of Effective Prayer from the No 

Homework Bible Study Series by Kay Arthur. Through a detailed 

examination of the Lord's Prayer and other examples of prayer 

throughout the Bible, you'll discover a model for talking with God. 

You'll also learn key principles of prayer and gain a deeper 

understanding of how prayer can draw you close to His heart. 

Brunch and Brush is back.  We will be painting a wintertime 

rendition of the Aurora Borealis.  No experience necessary, and we 

will have food, fellowship, and lots of fun.  Cost is $35 per person.  

Sign up at the Opportunities Desk.  Please contact Lynda Acker at 

921-9452 if you have any questions. 


