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From the Pastor 

St. Joe First United Methodist Church 2950 Lakeview Ave., St. Joseph, MI  49085 (269) 983-3929 
www.sjfirstumc.org 

February 2021 

FIRST  

CONNECTION 

Love One Another 

During the month of February, we celebrate a wonderful 

holiday, called “Valentine’s Day.”  A day where we focus 

on love.  With all the stuff that happened in our elections in 

2020 and all the frustration, anger, and hatred that has 

been boiling to the surface these past few months in our 

culture, it would be good to remember what the Bible tells 

us to do.   

The Bible says, “Love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with 

all your strength.” (Mark 12:30).   

The Scriptures also tell us to love one another.  In John 13:34-35, Jesus says, “A new command I 

give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 
 
By this everyone 

will know that you are my disciples if you love one another.” 

Our Holy Book even says (Matthew 5:44), “Love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute 

you.”    

In 2021, may we strive to love God more and more each day.  May we strive to love each other 

daily, and may we pray for everyone, including our enemies. 

Remember, love does not wish harm upon anyone. Love seeks to do what is best for others and for 

this nation.  Love strives to do what is good and right.  Love overcomes evil with goodness, darkness 

with light, falsehood with truth, and hatred with love & kindness.     

In 2021, let us love one another and may we share God’s love with as many people as we can.  And 

may the world “know that we are Christians by our love, by our love.  Yes, they’ll know we are 

Christians by our love.” (I hope you sang that last line, as it is part of a hymn titled “They’ll Know We 

Are Christians by Our Love.”)  

 
Blessings, 
Pastor Dan 
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Thank You: 
 “To everyone who has donated items to the Blessing Box. 

You are truly helping people in our local community.”   
 – Pastor Dan  
 “To all those who have been helping with the Soup Kitchen 

during this pandemic and to the sewing ministry for making 
clothes for the needy, the sick, and those needing masks 
during this pandemic.” -- Pastor Dan  

 “To everyone who is leading a small group Bible study or 
serving on a Commission/Committee/Council.” – Pastor Dan  

 
New Members: This month we welcome Mike Hahn and Jacob 

Roorda to our church family.   
Mike, son of Russ and Anne Hahn, grew up in this church and 

returned to St. Joseph after his retirement. He’s already joined 
both the snow removal crew and the Trustee Committee. 

Jacob has attended St. Joe First for a number of years. You’ve 
probably seen him up front playing special music with his wife 
Meredy. This year he started his three-year term as chair of 
the Finance Team. 

Make sure to seek out our new members when we return to in-
person worship! Interested in joining? Please speak to Pastor 
Dan. 
 
Sympathy: Please pray for the following— 
- The Lester family on the unexpected death of Julie’s  

brother-in-law, Danny Faulconer.  
- The Petzke family on the death of Barb’s Auntie Kay Driver. 
 
Please notify the church office if you’re 
celebrating or grieving, so that your 
church family can pray for you! 

Church reopening or remaining closed due to COVID? 
The Church Council discusses this issue every month. The 
decision is  based on the number of cases in our county, 
death rate and local hospital capacity. The Council is also 
monitoring what the schools are doing and how they are 
responding to this pandemic. We all want to reopen the 
church when it is safe to do so.   

When we return to in-person worship, there still may be 
Sundays where we need to cancel the church service due 
to bad weather and unsafe driving conditions. If we decide 
to cancel church services, we will alert Channel 16, WSJM 
radio station (94.9 FM), and WAUS radio station 
(90.7 FM).   

Church Family Focus  

Hello all! 

It's so nice to be back! For those of 
you I don't know, my name is Cari 
Jarvis and I recently moved back to 
the area. After growing up in the 
church, I was lucky enough to 
begin working as the church's 
administrative assistant this week. 

As I'm getting into the swing of 
things, I was hoping you all could 
give me a hand. I'm currently trying 
to put a master list of keys 
together. If you have a church key, 
could you please call or email the 
church office with either what it 
goes to or the letter and number 
inscribed on it please? Also if you 
have previously been on a 
committee/council and no longer 
are serving, please drop by the 
church to turn in your keys to the 
administration office. I'm here 
weekdays from 8am to 1pm, 
however you may leave them in 
the mailbox if need be. These acts 
would help immensely! 

I'm looking forward to 
communicating and (hopefully 
safely) seeing everyone! 

Have a blessed day! 
Cari 

Ash Wednesday 

A special service will be offered 
on Wednesday, February 17. 
Watch Dan’s Email updates for 
details. Worshiping God is a 
wonderful way to begin the 
Season of Lent. Join us for this 
time of worship and reflection.  
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Children and Youth Update 

Greetings everyone, I just wanted to take a quick minute to give you an 

update on what we are hoping to accomplish with children and youth 

ministry in the spring. First off, I want to thank everyone who helped 

with the launch of SPARK last fall. SPARK launched very successfully. 

Unfortunately, due to the circumstances of the world, we had to take a 

step back. We are working on creating virtual SPARK meetings until 

we can meet again. These videos should be released every other 

week and hopefully, we will have the first one out very soon (if it is not out already).  

Middle and High School Youth Group—we continue to meet weekly online and we are hoping to 

move back in person as soon as we can with proper safety accommodations in place. Videos will be 

released every other week. Be watching your email!   

Vacation Bible School—I just wanted you to know that planning has started for 2021. While we 

don’t have a date set, we are leaning toward mid-July and an in-person event. 

Thank you for your support and your prayers in our ministries and as always, if you want to find 

ways to get involved please let me know. 

Will 

 

Rummage Sale Update 

Thank you to anyone who donated items for the 

rummage sales we were hoping to have last 

year. As you know, due to the COVID pandemic 

we were not able to have a sale. However we 

were able to put many items to good use. We 

were able to sell a few large furniture items and 

use those funds for updates to the youth center. 

We were able to stock the Blessing Box with 

hats, gloves, mittens, and scarves. Also we do-

nated furniture and other items to a local man in 

need. Other items were donated to organizations 

that can help provide aid to those that need it. 

We sincerely appreciate all your help and sup-

port. I specifically would like to thank Ron and 

Barb Petzke and Renee Foote for the help they 

offered throughout what seemed like this never-

ending process. We hope that at some point this 

year we can have another Rummage Sale, but 

we will keep you updated. 
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Altar Flowers 

Thank you to those who provided Altar 

Flowers in January. That includes: 

Jan. 3—Kent and Jacqui Winship in loving 

memory of Betty Winship. 

Jan. 17—The Acker Family in honor of 

Lynda’s birthday.  

 

There are several openings for 2021  
 

Feb. 28;  

March 7, 14, 21;  

April 18, 25;  

May 9, 16, 23, 30;  

July 4, 11, 18;  

Aug. 1, 8, 29;  

Sept. 5, 12, 19, 26;  

Oct. 24, 31;  

Nov. 7, 21, 28;  

 

Cost is $30. 

Call or email 

the church 

office to sign 

up! 

Young Adult Groups 

 
Currently we have several 
groups that young adults can 
join . . . 

Monday Night Small Group: 
Pastor Dan’s house 
(5835 Demorrow Rd)        

 Mondays: 7:00-9:00 PM 
 We talk, pray, have a Bible Study, then 

play card games, board games, or go out 
to eat. 

Tuesday Basketball:   
 Lincoln Township Park 
 Tuesdays: 5:30 PM (April - October) 
Y & R:  
 Currently meeting online  
 Wednesdays: 7:00 -9:00 PM    
 We talk, pray, have a Bible Study, and 

simply enjoy being together.   
 If you would like the link to join this group 

online, contact Pastor Dan Colthorp at 
(269) 369-8475. 

Young Adult Fellowship Group:  
 Applebee’s  
 9:00 half price appetizers.   
 If you would like to join us, please contact 

Pastor Dan Colthorp, so he can tell you 
who to look for at the restaurant.   

 This group will resume when restaurants 
open their dining rooms back up. 

New Sunday School Offering for Lent 

From February 14 through the last Sunday in March, we will be 
using a DVD-based study from Timothy Keller titled "A Journey 
Through Lent.”  Mr. Keller is Senior Pastor at New York's 
Redeemer Presbyterian Church and is the author of several 
highly-regarded books.  There is an optional workbook for this 
class.  We will conduct our study via Zoom meetings at 
11:00 am.   

From the publisher: Lent is a time in which we anticipate the 
victory of the light and life of Christ over the darkness of sin and 
death. It corresponds to Jesus' time in the wilderness. This 7-

week sermon series and study guide are from select Psalms which help us in times of self-
examination, difficulty, and dryness and invite us to make our hearts ready for remembering anew 
Jesus' death and resurrection. 

For questions and to join the class, contact Bill Funk (williamfunk@sbcglobal.net).  
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Church Calendar is online at www.sjfirstumc.org  

Soup Kitchen 

Update—COVID-19 

protocols are still in 

effect for the Soup 

Kitchen, both for 

preparation and for 

serving. We are 

continuing with our turkey soup and bag lunch 

routine. The Soup Kitchen staff does the serving. 

Thank you to cookie providers - Sue O’Neil, Tara 

Gillette, Anne Hahn, Adeline Lester, Susie Ferry, 

Sue Lea, Gloria Muth; and workers - Mark 

Lester, Jim O’Haver, Elaine Graves, Julie Evans, 

Ron and Barb Petzke. 

 

Our church’s participation at the Soup Kitchen is 

funded primarily with money that is normally 

collected with the hunger pot on the first Sunday 

of each month. With online worship, this revenue 

stream is dwindling. If you feel called to support 

the Soup Kitchen, designated contributions can 

be given to the church treasurer, Loree Barnhart. 

If interested in volunteering or providing cookies, 

notify Mark Lester (269-470-8839) or Barb 

Petzke (429-5962). 

Sewing Ministry will meet on Saturday, February 20, 9:30 am, and 

continue to practice recommended social-distancing guidelines. Even 

during the pandemic we are charged to care for the needy and our 

projects are needed!  We have school bags, boys’ and girls’ outfits, 

layettes, diapers, and feminine hygiene kits ready to be sewn. Come 

join the fellowship! Email or call Barb Petzke to sign up at 

b_petzke@hotmail.com or 429-5962. Bring a sack lunch. If you’re not 

comfortable being in a group but still want to help, let Barb know and 

she will get some projects ready for you.  

Help Needed 
 
During this cold winter, there are many 
people who need hats, scarves, mittens, 
socks. We are collecting these items for 
distribution on our serving day at the Soup 
Kitchen. Drop them off at the church during 
office hours; there’s a tub by the 
Opportunities Desk.  
 
Call Julie Evans (269-930-8404) if you 
have questions.  
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Join the Prayer Chain 

 
When people encounter difficult circumstances, they 

often call the church and ask us to be praying for 

them.  We send these prayer requests out on our  

email prayer chain.  If you would like to be one of 

those people praying for the needs and struggles of 

those in this congregation and community, please call 

the church office and ask Cari Jarvis to add you to 

the Prayer Chain. 

Thursday Women’s Bible Study 

When the church returns to in-person worship, we will meet too. The study will 

be Jesus and Women by Kristi McLelland.  

Imagine walking the dusty roads of Galilee with Jesus of Nazareth, braving 
jostling crowds just to touch the edge of His cloak and hear Him say, “Take 
heart, daughter, your faith has healed you.” Those words, once meant to 
comfort a hurting woman’s soul thousands of years ago, were also meant for 
you. Join biblical culturalist Kristi McLelland on those dusty roads as she 
transports you back to Jesus’ world, following in the footsteps of the women 
who came face-to-face with the Living God. Over seven-sessions, examine the 
historical and cultural climate of first-century Middle Eastern society to not only 

understand Jesus more deeply but to fuel your worship of Him today. 

We meet on Thursdays at 9:30am in Rooms 306-307. We wear masks and practice social 

distancing. If we outgrow the Library, we will move to a larger space with a larger table. The cost of 

the workbook is about $16. Call (429-5962) or email (b_petzke@hotmail) Barb Petzke to sign up.  

 

Giving envelopes for 2021 are here! Stop by the church to 

pick them up. If you would like yours mailed to you, please let 

me know. All offerings are welcome, whether they're in a 

giving envelope or not. - - Loree Barnhart 
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The Deacon’s Bench 
 
When I was growing up, my father had built a long bench with spindles 
along the sides and back that became a fixture in our kitchen.  My two 
sisters and I could sit on it all at the same time and it helped keep the 
table closer to the wall so we had more space.  This bench was called a 
“deacon’s bench.” 
 
I had understood the original idea for a deacon’s bench was a seat in the 
front of the church for those who assisted and supported the pastor during 

the worship service.  Part of my family heritage is Mennonite and Quaker.  I have brief recollections 
of the meeting houses or churches from these denominations also from my early childhood.  In both 
of these denominations, the leadership and pastoral roles of the community were shared by different 
members of the community and they would rotate between the leaders.  In true Anabaptist form, 
they usually didn’t have titles such as deacon or elder but they would have spiritual leaders who 
worked with the church community.  It wasn’t unusual for their meeting houses to have a bench like 
this at the front door or up front where the designated preacher, leader or worship assistants would 
sit. 
 
The bench at the door was to be a welcoming spot for those entering or leaving the meeting house.  
The bench up front was usually next to the pulpit or the “speaker’s box” to be close to the one 
preaching as a support of the pastoral ministry. 
 
I grew up in Maryland; in fact I was born in Washington D.C.  I loved growing up in such a 
historically rich area.  In my early recollections I remember being in a historic church that had the 
deacon’s bench up front and at the door.  All these images have become more meaningful to me as 
I think of my own role as a deacon in this church.  Not only do I sit up front during our worship 
services, but I am a support to the ministries both in worship and beyond. 
 
During this last year, the separation and isolation has become crushing at times.  To witness and be 
affected by so many tragedies, burdens and struggles in this time of great social and health 
upheaval is at times overwhelming and even depressing.  It is during times like this that I’m 
reminded of certain Psalms.  The one that comes to mind today is Psalm 121 “I lift my eyes unto the 
hills, where does my help come from?  It comes from the Lord – who made the heavens and the 
earth.”  It is a comfort to me that our Creator watches over us.  He doesn’t slumber or sleep.  He 
isn’t a distant, disinterested Being but He is our Savior – the One who came and died for us so that 
we might live with Him.  As Corrie ten Boom said regularly, “Jesus is Victor.”  In these times when 
we don’t know what will come next, I pray we can find the comfort and power of God who is with us. 
 
As I think of the bench at my childhood kitchen table or at the church, the image that is so strong to 
me is that the bench was big enough for at least two people to sit and converse or was close 
enough to the pulpit that it helped the leader by being a spiritual support.  This is what I hope to 
have here – a “bench” or place where we can meet.  I hope to write a regular article this year for the 
newsletter and I’ve thought I’d title it “The Deacon’s Bench.”  I see it as an invitation to sit with you 
and discuss the great things of God and His Church.  Some months it might be more about the 
“organist’s bench,” if I go into music, but I would like to have this be a spot where I can be 
welcoming, supportive and historical as I share about my faith and encourage yours. 
 
I hope it will be a  blessing. 
Jim 
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Caretel, St. Joseph  

Earl Kugle, Vivian Oberheu 
 

Crown Pointe, Stevensville 

Adrienne and Ed Bagatini 
 

Golden Shores, Benton Harbor 

Betty Cassidy 
 

Royalton Manor, St. Joseph 

Deloris Dettmann, Barbara 
Richmond                   
 

Stately Living, St. Joseph 

Joe Collins    
 

Whitcomb Towers, St. Joseph 

Noreen Sonnenberg, 

Dorothy Crow, John Helsley 
 

Woodland Terrace, Bridgman 

Dick Copeland 
 

Shenandoah Valley Westminster-
Canterbury,  Winchester, VA  

Dorothy Gray 
 

Carmel Village, Clovis, CA 

Barbara Kiesel   
 

 

At Home 

Trudy Gillespie, To Grootendorst, 
Robert Dearing 

 

Update—Maxine Mock has returned 
home 

Nick Tomaszewski, John Hoffman, James Dunn, Ward 

Hine,  Robert Argue, Robert Dearing, Aiden Zemon 

(Lou Ann Stelter’s nephew), Dorothy Brown (Kim Risk’s 

mother), Don Russell, Denise Peterson, Maxine Mock, 

Bob and Joan Cade, Henry Brown (Judy Thompson’s 

grandson) and our 

homebound members. 

 

*Please contact the church office 

when you would like to have your 

name removed from the prayer list. 

Lifting up in  

prayer: 

2 Giovanni Sprinceana 

3 LaVonne Borgersen 

5 David Kuyers 

6 Dana Donley 

 Bill Funk 

 Linda Schadler 

 Makayla Schadler 

8 Dorothy Gray 

10 Missy Emery 

11 Evelyn Burt 

 Colby Clark 

 John Donley 

12 Rachel Yates 

13 Steve Conklln 

 Jordan Fettig 

15 Barbara Kiesel 

15 Kevin Krause 

 Scott Wagner 

18 Ann Benson 

19 Bryan Green 

 Ben Puycki 

20 Bob Starks 

 Michael Zinkil 

21 Zachary VanderWeide 

22 Jay Donley 

 Joanne Schrock 

24 Warren Hamilton 

 Michael Iwan 

 Stephanie Schadler 

25 Kennedy Fettig 

26 Madeline Schrock 


